The objective of this study was to investigate the perceptions of Greek adult population regarding drug prices and effectiveness
Don't Know /Don't
Answ er 0,9% Not safe and effective 23,4% Safe and effective 75,7% Figure 3 shows the responses in the question regarding the prices of drugs in Greece. Although in Greece drug prices are set upon the average of the three lowest EU countries. 45.8% of the respondents believe that the prices are high.
Women as opposed to men expressed the less positive opinion on the implemented pricing policy. The majority of respondents (81.4%) recognize that the cost of R&D should be included into the price of the drugs. Furthermore, they expressed the opinion that prices should be as low as possible regardless of the effectiveness.
Respondents claimed that physicians should always prescribe the most effective drug regardless of its price. The majority of respondents (91.3%) reported that polypharmacy (more drugs prescribed than clinically warranted) and irrational prescribing are major problems in Greece and considered doctors to be primarily responsible, followed by the absence of audit in the health system ( Figure 4) . 
